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kindness and devotion personified.   But between
Chopin and her son the misunderstanding be-
came more and more grievous.   Sometimes, in a
fit  of irritability,   Chopin,  by a  hasty word,
wounded Maurice's feelings.    A moment later
they embraced, " but the grain of sand had fallen
into the peaceful lake and one by one the pebbles
began to fall into it."    A letter which George
Sand wrote on November 2, 1847, contains a
more expansive version of the conflict than we
find   in   her   autobiography.     She   describes
Chopin's character as becoming more and more
embittered every day.   He had gone so far as to
inflict outbursts of vexation, temper and jealousy
upon her in the presence of all her friends and her
children.   She continued the letter with this re-
markable passage : " Maurice began to be in-
dignant with him.    Knowing and seeing the
chastity of my relations, he could also see that this
poor suffering spirit involuntarily, and perhaps in
spite of himself, posed as a lover, as a husband, as
though he had rights over my thoughts and ac-
tions.   He was on the point of losing his temper,
and telling him to his face that he was putting me
in a ridiculous position at the age of forty-three,
and abusing my kindness, patience and pity for
his nervous and suffering condition."    To print
these sentences in italics would be an unnecessary
emphasis.    Their significance cannot easily be
overlooked.   In the next part of the letter, Sand
declared that " the poor child ** was not even
able to observe the outward propriety of which he